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School Lane, Fittleworth, West Sussex, RH20 1JB

               Telephone: 01798 865419 
                  E-mail: head@fittleworth.school
                  Headteacher: Mrs Deborah Burnett
4th October 2023
Dear Parent/Carer,
RE: KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

Keeping the children of our school safe is of paramount importance and therefore there are a couple of areas that I wanted to reinforce this term and going forward. 

I am writing to you representing the School Governing Body and as Chair of the Finance, Premises and Health and Safety Committee for our school.

SENSIBLE AND SAFE PARKING

Mrs Burnett has previously spoken and written to parents and carers regarding the locations for parking at drop-off and pick-up times. We are aware that at these periods there will be a high concentration of road users with a significant proportion of children coming from outside the village. Those who live in the village accept that living in proximity to the school will increase the volume of traffic and parking. Therefore, we need to reinforce where parking is not permitted during these times. 

Specifically, there is an area of double-yellow lines opposite the BT substation where there are signs indicating that parking is not allowed between 8am and 5pm. Additionally, parking on curbs in front of the school staffing carpark, on the corners or close to the entrance/exit of the roads is not safe.  

There is usually available parking for brief drop-off/pick-up purposes in the Village Hall/Playgroup car-park or in various designated laybys or in the surrounding roads. Please can we insist that you cease parking in the dangerous locations and choose a safer place.  Also, for vigilance when driving around this area as there will, of course, be other children and parents walking to and from school. 

VAPING AND SMOKING

In the last couple of weeks, I have personally witnessed isolated incidents of smoking and vaping at and around the school gates at the start and end of the school days. Please can I use this opportunity to stress that we are a smoke free school and therefore request that you avoid this activity around the school premises.

SCHOOL STAFF SUPERVISING

We are mindful that many parents want to see a member of staff on the top gate when they have dropped off their children. I have spoken with Mrs Burnett regarding this, and she is confirmed that the school will guarantee a member of staff to be on the gate from 8.40am each day. It may be on occasion that it could be earlier.

MONITORING DROP-OFF

Hopefully this letter will act as a helpful prompt for managing these issues, however next week, week beginning 9th October, I and other governors will be on site at drop-off in order to reinforce these issues.

Kind regards,
Jon Nodding

Chair of Finance, Premises and Health and Safety Committee

	Vice Chair of Governors
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