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New books featured in the February 2024 SLS Primary Book Chat
	[image: image37.png]



	Author
	Title
	ISBN

	PICTURE BOOKS


	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	Marianna Coppo
	Fish and Crab
	9781797204437

	
	Fish and Crab are best friends, always there for each other. When it's time for bed, Crab is ready to go to sleep, but Fish is still wide awake, wondering. 
The tongue in cheek humour and muted colour illustrations compliment the sparse text in this tale of resilience and reassurance. This story definitely has award winning potential and is ideal for 5 – 7-year-olds as a story and for extended discussion about fears and how to tackle them.

	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	Kim Hankinson
	We Use Technology
	9781913918804

	
	There are four jobs covered in this board book - each with a spread displaying all of the interesting STEM tools that are an important part of doing that job well.
Rich subject specific vocabulary and clear illustrations make this a perfect introduction to jobs people do and the equipment they need to do them. Perfect for using with SEND students and will enhance any classroom collection. The other title in this series is: We Use Science.


	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	Morag Hood
	Runaway Cone
	 9781529026122

	
	Digger, Traffic Light and the cones are all ready to start the roadworks one morning when they notice that something's wrong - Gary is missing!
Hilarious comedy writing meets humorous block colour illustration in this tale of roadworks equipment personified. This story has broad appeal from Y1 to Y4 with cross-curricula topic using lively characterisation. Check out the end papers for a game of spot the difference!



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	Gwen Millward
	Meet the Wildlings
	9781913918804

	
	Poppy and Max are brother and sister, and brothers and sisters are supposed to share - except Poppy was playing with Max's truck! Max was cross. Poppy was cross: and then suddenly - crash, flash fizz! They were wildings!
This is a tale of working together for a common goal, told with lots of colourful pencil illustrations and lively expressions from the ‘wildlings’. Perfect for Reception and Y1 as a class read or to add to the class book corner.



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	Jeanne Willis
Claire Powell
	Soft and Sticky
	9781783448586

	
	Soft and Sticky are total opposites, but does that mean the end of their friendship? Soft and Sticky are best friends, but Soft's fluff always gets up Sticky's nose, and Sticky sticks like glue to Soft! After one last argument, they decide to end their friendship - life will be better apart, won't it?
Clever rhyming, comic strip sequences and lots of alliteration make this a tongue twister to read aloud, but perfect for sharing. Children in key stage 1 will relate to the messy bedroom of Mr Stick, and there may be conversations to be had about sharing, falling out and making up with friends. 



	LOWER KEY STAGE 2 FICTION
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	Various
	The Arabian Nights: Aladdin and the Magic Lamp (Easy Classics)
	9781782268369

	
	Sweet Cherry Publishing have released a series of Easy Classics for readers aged 7+. With large font and illustrations throughout, most titles contain approx. 130 pages and have been adapted specifically with younger readers in mind. Additionally, each title in the series contains a QR code on the inside cover that links to a free audiobook of the story (Aladdin and the Magic Lamp is approx. 60 mins long) which can allow for immersive reading or as an alternative reading experience. 
Other titles in the series include: The Tales of King Arthur, Sherlock Holmes, Little Women and the works of the Bronte sisters.  


	[image: image8.jpg]




	Jo Clarke
	Libby and the Manhattan Mystery
	9781915444394

	
	Book 3 in the popular detective series ‘The Travelling School Mysteries.’ This time, the travelling school has arrived in New York to assist with the organisation of a charity auction. But not everyone is there to lend a helping hand and things take a intriguing turn when a face from the past arrives in the city. 
Written by primary school librarian, Jo Clark, this is a rip-roaring illustrated adventure mystery for readers aged 7+ To start the series, read Libby and the Parisian Puzzle and Libby and the Highland Heist.
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	Sam Copeland

Jenny Pearson
	The Attack of the Robot Librarians (Tuchus & Topps Investigate)
	9780241527054

	
	From the authors of Charlie changes into a Chicken and The Super Miraculous Journey of Freddie Yates comes the second in the hilarious illustrated series, Tuchus and Tops Investigate. Strange happenings are afoot at Strangehaven Primary School! There are laser-eyed robot owls in charge of class behaviour and pedal-powered desks. Minerva Industries appear to be behind it all but could their generous donations be masking their plans to pull off the crime of the century? Agatha and Lenny are on the case!
This highly illustrated irreverent detective series is sure to engage reluctant and younger readers. The series begins with The Underpants of Chaos. 
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	Rachel Delahaye
	When Frankie made a Human (Gruesomely Good & Monstrously Misunderstood)
	9781782268253

	
	In the Omnisphere, humans and monsters have lived apart since the Big Argument. At school, Frankie is lonely. He doesn’t feel like the other monsters who are mean and scary and he would rather have his own friend – a human friend. But, creating a human is not as straightforward as Frankie imagines and, with a mind of its own, Frankie discovers that there may be a good reason that humans were banned in the first place!
A twist on the classic gothic story by Mary Shelley, this is an engaging illustrated adventure story written in short chapters using a larger font size.

 

	UPPER KEY STAGE 2 FICTION
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	Roland Chambers
	The War of the Heavenly Horses
	9781803289281

	
	Billy Shaman has been left at the Charles Darwin museum for the summer holidays while his parents go off exploring. While there, he discovers that he has the ability to travel through dimensions to other worlds and times. In this second book in the series, Billy finds himself in the middle of a battle between the emperor of China and Han, a young boy left in Alexandria by his father, a famous Chinese explorer. Will Han and Billy be able to defend themselves from the emperor and save the most beautiful horses in the world?
A surreal, historical adventure perfectly written for reluctant readers with short, illustrated chapters. The story lends itself well to discussion and several themes are incidentally explored in the book including philosophy and life cycles. This would also be a welcome addition as a short class read for topics on Ancient China.
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	Beth Lincoln
	The Swifts
	9780241536452

	
	Shenanigan knows she can be whatever she wants - pirate, explorer or even detective. Which is lucky, really, because when one of the Family tries to murder Arch-Aunt Schadenfreude, someone has to work out whodunit.
This is a witty black comedy in the vein of Lemony Snicket, Robin Stevens and Mervyn Peake, with a little violence, humour and lots of detective work. The characters and the plot will leave the reader reeling with shock, hysterics and admiration as suspicion moves from one member of the family to the next. Incisive observations of sibling relationships and human failings make this an ideal read for mature voracious readers in Y5 & Y6.


	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	Daniel Morden
	Strange Tales
	9781915444172

	
	A collection of tales from storyteller Daniel Morden, inspired by folklore and myth from Daniel's travels around the world. Readers of books by Chris Priestley and Philip Pullman will appreciate the strange and suspenseful storytelling in this macabre collection of short stories.
An easy read with rich vocabulary, which may give shivers down the spine. Ideal for Y4 and above.
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	Estelle Nadel

Sammy Savos
	The Girl who Sang
	9781444975819

	
	Enia Feld lives in Poland with her Jewish friends and relatives. When the Nazis invade in 1939, Enia’s life changes forever. Forced to hide for fear of being arrested, killed or transported to a concentration camp, Enia and her brothers soon find themselves fending for themselves under the most terrifying circumstances. But there is hope and, after the war has ended, the reader sees Enia and her brothers travel to America to begin a new life. 
An autobiographical graphic novel telling the extraordinary story of Estelle Nadel’s life under the Nazi occupation of Poland and the subsequent liberation by the Soviet Union. The characters are faced with morally challenging dilemmas and there are heartbreaking moments throughout the book, including the murder of both Enia’s parents and older sister. Divided into chapters, this graphic novel takes the reader from Enia’s happy childhood pre-War to her subsequent settlement in America and the challenges she faced as a refugee.
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	Wolf Road
	Alice Roberts
	9781398521339

	
	Tuuli lives with her talo amongst the reindeer in Ice Age Europe. Reliant on reindeer for food and resources, they migrate with the animals from the winter mountains to the summer bay. Along the way they encounter danger and discovery, especially Tuuli who adopts a wolf cub and meets a young boy who looks different to all of the people she has ever met before. Will Andar, the ‘Other’, be a friend or will his presence stir up feelings of mistrust and fear amongst the adults of the tribe? 
A richly detailed depiction of life after the Stone Age from highly respected professor, Alice Roberts. The reader is exposed to the culture, flora and fauna of this vast land and witnesses the harsh reality of life in a talo, including accidental death and murder. Alice Roberts has included a note at the back of the book explaining the origin of the words used throughout and the research that she undertook in order to make the life depicted in the story as authentic as possible. 

  

	NON-FICTION



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




	Rebecca Alexander
	a kids book about body image
	9780241634615

	
	This is a simple narrative text, without illustration, designed to be shared between an adult and child to support the discussion of body image.
It is written in a typewriter font which is clear and easy to read, against a backdrop of white space and uses short sentences in plain English. This is not a book to be added to a classroom collection, but more a guide for KS2 children to help and support children and parents who may have concerns about body image. There is an introduction page for adults at the beginning and a conclusion at the back of the book, also for adults. There are other titles in this series including: a kids book about racism & a kids book about disability.


	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	James Aldred 
Good Wives and Warriors
	Up in the Canopy: explore the rainforest layer by layer
	9781787419087

	
	This A3 oversize book explores the rainforest layer by layer, as the reader climbs the incredible Kapok tree - a 100-metre tropical tree in the heart of wildest South America - in search of the elusive harpy eagle which lives almost exclusively at great heights.

The lavish colour illustrations and accompanying narrative paragraphs and captions, allow the reader to explore the forest floor, understory and canopy for the world's rarest and most beautiful tropical creatures. The last page drops down to reveal a metre long folded illustration of the Kapok tree, from root to top. Ideal for anyone fascinated by the rainforest.
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	Amy Jeffs
	Storyland
	9781529408003

	
	This collection of short stories are retellings of medieval tales of legend, landscape and the yearning to belong, inhabited with characters now half-remembered: Brutus, Albina, Scota, Arthur and Bladud among them. Each story is introduced with a short paragraph explaining the origin of the tale with the historical and geographical context in which the story itself is set.
Immersive storytelling for year 5 and above, and a good complimentary text for topics on ancient Britain and myths and legends at KS2.



	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Simon Kuestenmacher
Margarida Esteves
	Marvellous Maps: the world as you have never seen it before
	9781803380230

	
	This larger than A4 collection of global maps is a book to pore over and collect quirky and essential data. One to keep in classroom book corners or display for browsing in the school library, it presents all sort of data in fun, fascinating map form - everything from the travels of Marco Polo to a map of the world's most disgusting food.

	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Anna McGregor
	Who’s Afraid of the Light?
	9781914484353

	
	Fergus lives down in the deepest, darkest sea and is scared of just one thing - the light! Seamlessly combining humour, narrative, and nonfiction, McGregor introduces young readers to the wonders of the ocean's 'midnight zone', where no sunlight at all is able to penetrate.
An ideal introduction to the wonders of the deep, told in a humorous narrative style with prediction and anticipation, designed to keep the attention of reluctant readers at KS2 and keep Y2 hooked as you turn each page. One for children to take home and share too!


	PASTORAL CARE/E4S/PSHCE



	[image: image21.jpg]Cathlina Echeveri





	Isla McGuckin
Catalina Echeverri
	April’s Garden
	9781802583410

	
	Moving quickly from her home to a place of safety with her mother, April struggles to adapt and feels hopeless. She longs for a place where she can feel happy and peaceful but the seeds that she plants in her small pot don’t sprout overnight. But, with the passing of time, shoots appear, and hope grows.
A poignant picture book about adapting to new surroundings and recognising that things can get better with time. This book shows a mother and child fleeing in the middle of the night to a refuge from an undetermined incident at home. By the end of the story, April and her mother have a place of their own and are visited by a social worker to ensure that they are alright. This would be a useful book to share with a child who is experiencing a similar situation. 
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	Lucy Plunkett
Sian Bowman
	Dexter! The Amazing School Dog!
	9781913339500

	
	Dexter is a very special dog who visits his local primary school on a regular basis. We see him supporting children on their first day of school, taking part in outdoor learning, and being there for those who feel anxious or overwhelmed during the school day. 
This delightful picture book introduces children to school therapy dogs and the ways in which they help in a variety of situations. Children will be able to relate to many of the examples depicted and the story is sure to generate discussions about the different ways that children can be affected by seemingly regular school activities and routines.
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	Jon Roberts
Hannah Rounding
	Lilly & Myles: The Torch (Sensory Adventures)
	9781802584103

	
	Lilly is autistic and experiences sights and sounds in a different way. Myles is an assistance dog who helps Lilly to navigate the world around her. When Grandma says that Lilly and Myles can explore the beach, Lilly decides to investigate the caves using a torch. What will she discover?
A sensitive and engaging picture book that introduces children to autism and assistance dogs. This book is written by Jon Roberts, who bases his books on the experiences of his daughter who is on the autistic spectrum. 
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	Anna Wilson
Sarah Massini
	Grandpa and the Kingfisher
	9781788006460

	
	A young boy and his grandfather love to watch the kingfishers by the river. Over the seasons, they watch the kingfishers raise a family and move on. So too, does the boy notice how his grandfather grows older and slows down. Through the grandfather’s explanations, the boy learns about the nature of life and death for animals and humans.
A poignant picture book, beautifully illustrated by Sarah Massini, which sensitively shows the passing of the seasons, life cycles of animals and the relationship between a young boy and his grandfather. At the end of the book, we see the boy, now a man, reflecting on his childhood and the lessons he was taught by his grandfather. 



	RECOMMENDED BY SCHOOL STAFF
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	SJ King
	The Secret Explorers and the Cave Crisis
	9780241610763

	
	The Secret Explorers are a team of eight curious children who solve mysteries around the world. In the latest addition to the series, the team receive a distress call from a cave network in India. Will they be able to work together to rescue an injured miner? 

This is an exciting short chapter book series for younger readers which feels like a cross between The Secret Seven and the A-Team. The books explore themes of teamwork and resourcefulness which each child having their own special set of skills that are integral to the plot of each book. There are currently 14 books in the series beginning with The Secret Explorers and the Lost Whales. At the back of each book there is a glossary and information on the habitats featured, including animal profiles and food pyramids. 
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	Jeanne Willis
Tony Ross
	#Goldilocks
	9781783448784

	
	Goldilocks loves to post videos to her social media especially when they get so many views and likes. As her popularity grows her, Goldilocks plans increasingly daring videos (#piping hot #sleep!) How will the victims of her break-in react when they find the evidence to her crimes online?

A clever and hilarious cautionary tale about social media usage and how information that we upload may be used against us in the future. Think before you post!

 

	Interested in ordering books?
Contact the Schools Library Service for further advice
E-mail: sls@westsussex.gov.uk or Phone: 01903 704828
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